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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an information distribution 
system which can output information such as an advertisement or news 
distributed from a central management unit for remote diagnosis 
connected to a copying machine by way of a public telephone line, from 
the copying machine. 

SOLUTION: Information such as an advertisement or news connected to 
a central management unit is regularly distributed to a copying machine. 
When the copying machine enters copying operation (S21) t a CPU reads 
distribution data from a prescribed RAM area (S23), arranges a picture 
included in the distribution data or text data in a layout designated 
beforehand, generates the picture and displays it on an operation panel 
(S25). If an advertisement picture is not yet distributed from the central 
management unit immediately after the copying machine is activated, 
initial data prepared in a prescribed area of an ROM in advance are read 
(S24), the picture is generated and displayed (S25). When the copying 
operation is finished, the operation panel is returned to an original 
display. 
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